
  
 
June 3, 2021 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar   The Honorable Tina Smith 
U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building   720 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Jim Hagedorn   The Honorable Angie Craig 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
325 Cannon House Office Building  1523 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Dean Phillips   The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
1305 Longworth House Office Building  2256 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Ilhan Omar   The Honorable Tom Emmer 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
1517 Longworth House Office Building  315 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515  
 
The Honorable Michelle Fischbach  The Honorable Pete Stauber 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
2204 Rayburn House Office Building  126 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 
Subject:   Policy recommendations for upcoming infrastructure legislation 
 

Dear members of the Minnesota congressional delegation:  
  
Thank you all for your continued support of Minnesota hospitals and health systems during the COVID-
19 pandemic and as we look to the future in strengthening our health care system. Your help and 
partnership have been critical in the ability of hospitals, health systems, and health care providers to 
meet the needs of their communities during this unprecedented time. While hospitals and health 
systems have faced and continue to face unprecedented challenges while combating COVID-19, there is 
a tremendous opportunity to invest in the health of our communities. As you know, hospitals and health 
systems are the cornerstones of their communities. Families, businesses, governments, and 
organizations decide about locating in a community with a hospital or health system. As you deliberate 
investments in communities, it is important to note that physical infrastructure in any community 
exists to serve the people that inhabit that community. To thrive and make the best use of 
our infrastructure, people deserve and need optimal health and well-being. As stewards and preservers 
of health, hospitals and health systems are an integral part of our nation's infrastructure.   
  
The Minnesota Hospital Association has been actively collaborating with our members to identify 
opportunities to improve communities' health and well-being through infrastructure investment. I am 
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writing you today to share the following policy recommendations for an upcoming infrastructure 
package.  
  

1. Invest in hospital and health system infrastructure and technology. Funding for hospital and 
health system infrastructure is critical in ensuring our ability to provide high-quality prevention, 
chronic care and emergency care services across Minnesota. The legislation should include 
investments in physical upgrades and technological advancements to support how care is delivered 
to patients.   

  
2. Build capacity for emergency preparedness and response. Structural improvements and 
adequate annual funding for the Hospital Preparedness Program would ensure that funding 
ultimately reaches hospitals and health systems to help us prepare and respond to future 
emergencies, applying the lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

  
3. Expand telehealth through stronger broadband. Access to adequate and affordable high-speed 
broadband is essential to enabling telehealth and increasing access to care – particularly in rural and 
underserved communities. Strong cyber defenses to protect the privacy and safety of patients and 
modernize critical data systems also need to be prioritized.   

  
4. Strengthen the health care workforce. Hospitals and health systems have experienced critical 
staffing issues before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. To ensure a highly skilled and trained 
workforce, legislation should include increased residency slots for Medicare funding, loan pay-
downs for health care staff, programs to reduce burnout and meet mental health needs for health 
care staff, funding for schools that emphasize rural and underserved areas, incentives for 
community partnerships to train workers for health care job openings, and visa relief during 
emergency response.   

  
5. Secure the medical supply chain. Ensure a secure and reliable medical supply chain that 
will enable hospitals and health systems to deliver safe and effective high-quality care to patients. 
This includes provisions to ensure domestic production capacity and reinforce the strategic national 
stockpile.   

  
6. Support mental health access. Hospitals and health systems serve patients experiencing mental 
illness and substance use disorders both in-person and remotely. The pandemic has exacerbated 
this crisis. The legislation should include provisions that fund new and existing sites that offer 
mental health services and investments in new technologies such as telehealth, mobile 
applications, and remote biometrics.  

  
We are truly grateful for the support that Congress has already provided to hospitals and health systems 
across Minnesota. As I have stated many times before, I am concerned about our ability to maintain 
access and provide high-quality health care to all communities across Minnesota now and into the 
future. A robust investment in our health care system is key to improving the health of our communities 
for generations to come.   
  
Again, thank you for your leadership and continued partnership during this pandemic, in addition to 
your assistance in working to ensure we can keep our health care system in a position to 
provide care across our state during and after this national emergency so that each Minnesotan can 
achieve optimal health and thrive.  
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Sincerely,  
  

  
Rahul Koranne, M.D., MBA, FACP  
President & CEO  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


